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Earlier this year, I remarked in a review of another 
book that chemists tend to write very different 
books about enzymes from those written by bio- 
chemists, often concentrating on what biochemists 
would regard as the least interesting aspects of 
reaction mechanisms to the exclusion of ever~hing 
else. I did not expect this view to be reinforced so 
forcibly and so soon as it has been, but this is very 
much a book for chemists, and they are already 
reviewing it enthusiastically. Biochemists, however, 
are likely to find the tide misleading, because it is 
only on page 116 that the authors start to address 
the subject of enzymes, and then only in a brief in- 
terlude before returning to catalysis by bromide 
ions, etc., in the next chapter. To be fair, the 
Michaelis-Menten equation does make a brief ap- 
pearance in the first chapter, but it is introduced in 
such an obscure way, and illustrated by such mis- 
leading curves, that it could easily pass unnoticed 
if not mentioned by name. 
The early chapters do provide an excellent in- 
troduction to the theory of catalysis in organic 
reactions, and contain much valuable material, but 
very little of it is of direct relevance to enzymes. It 
is interesting, for example, to know that acidity 
scales can be devised that effectively extend the pH 
scale as low as - 12 and as high as f 19; the more 
important problem to understand in relation to en- 
zymes, however, is their capacity to act as effective 
catalysts at neural pH, as has been recognized since 
the days of Sorensen and Michaelis. 
The second half of the book is mainly about en- 
zymic catalysis, but written very much from the 
point of view of organic chemistry. Numerous en- 
zymes are mentioned, but they do not appear to be 
listed anywhere and are very difficult to track 
down, because although the index is quite long it 
is compiled according to a rather haphazard 
system: there are no entries for chymotrypsin or 
pyridoxal phosphate, for example, although 
several pages of the book are devoted to each of 
them. 
In general, although this book can certainly be 
recommended to anyone who wants to learn about 
organic reaction mechanisms and catalysis, those 
interested in a modern treatment of enzyme cata- 
Iysis would do better to look elsewhere, for exam- 
ple to the excellent second edition of Fersht’s En- 
zyme Structure and ~ec~~~~sm. 
Athel Cornish-Bowden 
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